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The Hon. Tanya Walton Pratt, United 
States District Court for the Southern 
District of Indiana, will be recognized as 
the 2013 Antoinette Dakin Leach Award 
recipient at the Antoinette Dakin Leach 
Award Celebration Luncheon on October 
25. The luncheon is being held in conjunc-
tion with the Women & the Law Division’s 
Women, Law & Leadership Symposium, 
which will be held Thursday, October 24 
through Friday, October 25. 

The award, named after one of the first 
women admitted to the Indiana bar, is 
fitting for Judge Pratt, who has already 
achieved a number of “firsts” thus far in 
her career: She is both the first African 
American to be appointed to the U.S. 

District Court for the Southern District 
of Indiana and the first African-American 
federal judge in the State of Indiana.

From 2008 until her appointment to 
the bench of the District Court in 2010, 
Judge Pratt served as a judge in the Marion 
Superior Court, Probate Division. She was 

elected Marion County Superior Court 
judge in November 1996, and she served 
as presiding judge of the Superior Court, 
Criminal Division, from 1997 to 2008. 
She also served as master commissioner 
for the Marion County Superior Court 
from 1993 to 1996. Prior to her election as 

a Marion Superior Court judge, she was 
active in private practice as a partner with 
the law firm of Walton & Pratt, focusing 
primarily on family law, bankruptcy, and 
probate law. She also served as a contract 
county public defender during her years of 
private practice.

The Indianapolis Bar’s Women 
and the Law Division established the 
Antoinette Dakin Leach award in 1990 
to honor outstanding women in the legal 
profession. The award is presented only 
when the division deems a worthy candi-
date exists.

To register for the luncheon and/or other 
events held during the Women, Law & 
Leadership Symposium, visit indybar.org.•

Easing the Tension in 
Transaction Negotiations
Professionalism Committee Releases 
New “Pause for Professionalism” Video

In litigation, there is a judge present or 
available to make rulings when an attor-
ney acts outside the bounds of civility.  In 
transaction negotiations, however, you’re 
on your own.  

As a part of its Pause for Professionalism 
video series, the Professionalism Committee 
has recently released “Civility in Transaction 
Negotiations.” In this installment, prominent 
business attorney Melissa Proffitt Reese of 
Ice Miller LLP shares her thoughts on how 
to handle challenging conduct by your trans-
action adversary, and more importantly, how 
to prevent that conduct in the first place.  

Take a few minutes of your time to get 
some pointers on how to make your deal-
ings with other lawyers in tense transaction 
negotiations more civil, while at the same 
time making the negotiations productive 
for your client. New videos will be dis-
tributed regularly and are available on the 
IndyBar website at indybar.org/resources/
video-gallery.•

Hon. Tanya Walton Pratt Named Recipient 
of 2013 Antoinette Dakin Leach Award

Judge Pratt will be honored with 
the award at the Women and the 
Law Division’s Antoinette Dakin 
Leach Award Celebration 
Luncheon, which will take place in 
conjunction with the division’s 
Women, Law & Leadership 
Symposium

Antoinette Dakin Leach Award 
Celebration Luncheon
Friday, October 25
Noon to 1 p.m.
Omni Severin Hotel
40 W. Jackson Place
Details & registration available 
at indybar.org. 

Want to see even more photos? Check out the IndyBar Facebook page, 
where new event photos are posted each week, at facebook.com/indybar. 

Around the Bar:
Something for Everyone at the IndyBar!

The week of September 24 had it all: seminars, social events, 
luncheons and even a black tie gala! Check out these photos 
to relive the action, and turn the page for a full recap of the 
Indianapolis Bar Foundation’s Evening Under the Stars Dinner 
& Auction, which took place on Friday, September 27.




