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He is a graduate of DePauw University 
and the Indiana University Robert H. 
McKinney School of Law. He practiced at 
the Marion County Public Defender Agency 
and Kiefer & McGoff prior to joining Bingham Greenebaum 
Doll LLP. He is the most dynamic speaker on the regional 
CLE speaking circuit. He is James J. Bell, and he has been 
served with interrogatories.

Q:Your doppelgänger, Peyton Manning, recently left the 
city. How have you been holding up?

A:I just looked up “doppelgänger” and I do not believe that 
word accurately describes my relationship with our former 

QB. And no, it wasn’t a “man-crush” either. Anyway, I am 
sooo over #18 and have moved on to #12. Mr. Manning and I 
will just have to be friends. 

Q:You’ve practiced in a variety of settings, including the 
Marion County Public Defender agency and both small 

and large firms. If you could choose a legal job other than 
your present one, what would it be?

A:If I could be anything in the legal profession, I would 
want to be Jim Voyles. He has implied to me that it is 

pretty awesome being him AND he gets to park next to the 
No Parking sign at The Workingman’s Friend. 

Q:If you and your colleague Phil Isenbarger played basket-
ball one on one, first to 21 wins, what would be the score?

A:Phil is a great guy so I think he would let me score at 
least once before he pummeled me with tomahawk dunks. 

Final Score: Isenbarger: 21; Bell: 2.

Q:You’ve practiced criminal defense for a long time. Have 
you ever had a client offer to pay you in something other 

than currency?

A:Believe it or not, my firm likes to get paid in currency. I 
once tried to get paid in tattoos and championship rings. 

However, the management of our firm said “no way” citing to 
the case of The Ohio State University v. the NCAA. I was really 
disappointed because I had already picked out a beautiful 
lower back tattoo of a demon mermaid for a select member of 
our management committee. 
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Around the Bar

Members of the bench – Judge David Certo, Marion Superior Court; Judge James Joven, Marion 
Superior Court; Judge James Kirsch, Indiana Court of Appeals; Judge Gerald Zore, Marion Superior 
Court; and Judge Robert Altice, Marion Superior Court – pause for a photo at the IndyBar Litigation 
Section’s Annual Judicial Reception, held at D’Amore in Chase Tower on Nov. 8.

So you’ve just graduated from law school and passed the bar … now what? The IndyBar Membership 
Committee helped to demystify the do’s and don’ts of how to actually work as a practicing attorney for 
2012 admittees to the Indiana Bar. More than 70 new admittees interacted with IndyBar members and 
heard the straight talk on practicing in Indy on a variety of topics, including CLE requirements, how to 
work with opposing counsels, tips for avoiding malpractice, how to succeed as a solo practitioner and 
the benefits of pro bono service for new lawyers.

The month of November has officially 
passed, but it wasn’t without an impressive 
array of social events, educational program-
ming and special opportunities for both 
IndyBar members and the legal community. 
From the 2013 Destination CLE in Sedona, 
Arizona to the bar’s annual Recognition 
Luncheon to more than 20 educational pro-
grams, the month was chock full of nearly 
daily events designed to fit the diverse 
needs of the Indy legal community.

Right, As the conclusion of its 2012 
Brownbag Series on Networking, the 

IndyBar Women & the Law Division 
welcomed 15 different  professional 

organizations, business groups, politi-
cal organizations and non-profits to the 

division’s first ever professional devel-
opment and community involvement 

fair. These guests shared information on 
their organizations and opportunities for 

attendees to get involved.
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