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I have been thinking about leader-
ship in the wake of the recent death of 
Senator Richard Lugar. Why are leaders 
so important? They inspire, challenge 
and motivate us. They have traits that 
we admire and hope to emulate. Senator 
Lugar, for example, exuded intelligence 
and empathy, an understanding of both 
sides of issues that dignified rather than 
denigrated the decision-making process. 
As lawyers, we are called to be lead-
ers within our own law firms, with our 
clients, families, boards and organiza-
tions. The manner in which we address 
and resolve problems are magnified 
because we, as officers of the court, 
have all taken an oath, which includes 
the following: “I will abstain from 
offensive personality and advance no 
fact prejudicial to the honor or reputa-
tion of a party or witness, unless required by the 
justice of the cause with which I am charged.” The 
leaders I most admire have conducted themselves 
with this dignity, and one of the reasons I held 
Senator Lugar in such high regard was his ability 
to disagree while maintaining respect for those 
with whom he disagreed. <br><br>I first met 
Senator Lugar when I was 10 years old in 1967. 
He was a candidate for Mayor of Indianapolis 
and he visited my fifth grade classroom. He left 
a lasting impression. I do not recall what he said 
but I was so moved (with all my 10-year-old 
experience in politics) that I pulled out a 3x5 index 
card and asked for, and received, his autograph. 
I still treasure it today and keep it with my 1971 
autographed photo of Dick Butkus (a leader of a 
different sort). As I grew older I came to appreci-
ate just how many momentous local and national 
accomplishments Senator Lugar achieved, and of 
equal importance, how he conducted himself as a 
leader – always above the fray. Rather than seek 
the financial rewards made possible through his 

stellar academic and military credentials, 
Senator Lugar devoted his life to improv-
ing the lives of others.<br><br>From the 
beginning of our nation, leadership has 
been necessary but not easy. We have all 
been taught the many lasting virtues of 
our first leader, George Washington, but 
few focus on the fact that he actually had 
to borrow money to travel to, and attend 
his own inauguration. He did not want 
to serve a second term but did so only to 
preserve a fragile nation from fracturing 
over vitriolic disputes between parties 
led by Jefferson and Hamilton. It might 
be said that the leaders who have con-
tributed the most have done so at great 
personal sacrifice.<br><br>Within our 
legal profession, we are led and inspired 
by attorneys who dedicate precious time 
to foster personal relationships and see 

the larger picture, and I am so impressed with our 
past and upcoming leaders. Sixteen years ago, the 
IndyBar began a leadership program known as 
the Bar Leaders Series. The members of that task 
force showed foresight and have greatly contrib-
uted to our profession and community through 
each Bar Leader Series class. When I discovered 
that one of the founders and first instructors was 
an attorney in one of my present cases, serving as 
opposing counsel, I was impressed and hold him 
in higher regard for that service. The series has 
produced attorneys who have excelled as lead-
ers in private practice, government positions and 
non-traditional law. James Bell, our immediate 
past president (Class II), Nissa Ricafort (Class 
III) another past president, and future presidents 
Jimmie McMillian and Andy Campbell are also 
graduates. <br><br>Class XVI graduated this 
month and is composed of 20 outstanding attor-
neys hailing again from private practice, corporate 
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Above, all smiles 
from our 25-year 
practitioners!

At left, in addition to 
honorees, the guest 
list included friends, 
family and fellow 
IndyBar members 
wishing to show 
support.

Our 50-year honorees were reminded of what life was like 50 years ago as well as 
everything they’ve accomplished in law since then.

A wonderful night was had by all at this year’s Practice Milestone Celebration! On 
May 9, friends and family spent the evening at the beautiful Woodstock Club honor-
ing IndyBar members who’ve achieved 25 and 50 years of practice in law.

IndyBar Members Gather to Celebrate 
25 and 50 Years in Practice


